Standards of Respect

The Flag Code, which formalizes and unifies the traditional ways in
which we give respect to the flag, also contains specific

instructions on how the flag is not to be used. They are:

The flag should never be dipped to any person or thing. It is
flown upside down only as a distress signal.

The flag should not be used as a drapery, or for covering a
speakers desk, draping a platform, or for any decoration in gen-
eral. Bunting of blue, white and red stripes is available for these
purposes. The blue stripe of the bunting should be on the top.

The flag should never be used for any advertising purpose. It
should not be embroidered, printed or otherwise impressed on
such arficles as cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins, boxes, or any-
thing intended to be discarded after temporary use. Advertising
signs should not be attached to the staff or halyard

The flag should not be used as part of a costume or athletic
uniform, except that a flag patch may be used on the uniform of
military personnel, fireman, policeman and members of patriotic
organizations.

The flag should never have placed on it, or attached to it, any
mark, insignia, letter, word, number, figure, or drawing of any

kind.

The flag should never be used as a receptacle for receiving,
holding, carrying, or delivering anything.

When the flag is lowered, no part of it should touch the ground or
any other object; it should be received by waiting hands

2 and arms. To store the flag it should be folded neatly

and ceremoniously.

The flag should be cleaned and mended
when necessary.

When a flag is so worn it is no
longer fit to serve as a symbol of

et
“\ our country, it should be destroyed
by burning in a dignified manner.

Note: Most American Legion Posts
regularly conduct a dignified flag

burning ceremony, often on Flag
Day, June 14th. Contact your local American Legion Hall
and inquire about the availability of this service.

Displaying the Flag Outdoors

When the flag is displayed from a staff projecting from a
window, balcony, or a building, the union should be at the
peak of the staff unless the flag is at half staff.

When it is displayed from the same flagpole with another
t flag - of a state, community, society or Scout unit - the flag
of the United States must always be at the top except that
the church pennant may be flown above the flag during
church services for Navy personnel when conducted by a
Naval chaplain on a ship at sea.

When the flag is displayed over a street, it should be
hung vertically, with the union to the north or east. If the

flag is suspended over a sidewalk, the flag's union
L hw' should be farthest from the building.

When flown with flags of states,
communities, or societies on sepa-
rate flag poles which are of the
same height and in a straight line,
the flag of the United States is
always placed in the position of
honor - fo its own right.

...The other flags may be small-
er but none may be larger.

...No other flag ever should be placed above it.

...The flag of the United States is always the first flag raised
and the last to be lowered.

When flown with the national banner of other countries, each flag
must be displayed from a
separate pole of the same
height. Each flag should be
the same size. They should
be raised and lowered simul-
taneously. The flag of one
nation may not be displayed
above that of another
nation.

Raising and Lowering the Flag

The flag should be raised briskly and lowered slowly and ceremo-
niously. Ordinarily it should be displayed only between sunrise
and sunset. It should be illuminated if displayed at night. The flag
of the United States of America is saluted as it is hoisted and low-
ered. The salute is held until the flag is unsnapped from the halyard
or through the last note of music, whichever is the longest.

Displaying the Flag Indoors

When on display, the flag is accorded the place of honor, always
positioned to its own right. Place it to the right of the speaker or
staging area or sanctuary. Other flags should be to the left.

The flag of the United States of America should be at the center
and at the highest point of the group when a number of flags of
states, localities, or societies are grouped for display.

When one flag is used with the flag of the United States of
America and the staffs are crossed, the flag of the United States is
placed on its own right with its staff in front of the other flag.

When displaying the flag
against a wall, vertically or
horizontally, the flag's union
(stars) should be at the top,
to the flag's own right, and to
the observer's left.

Parading and Saluting the Flag

When carried in a procession, the flag should be to the right of the
marchers. When other flags are carried, the flag of the

United States may be centered in front of the others or carried to
their right. When the flag passes in a procession, or when it is
hoisted or lowered, all should face the flag and salute.

The Salute

To salute, all persons come to attention. Those in uniform give the
appropriate formal salute. Citizens not in uniform salute by placing
their right hand over the heart and men with head cover should
remove it and hold it to left shoulder, hand over the heart.
Members of organizations in formation salute upon command of
the person in charge.

The Pledge of Allegiance and National
Anthem

The pledge of allegiance should be rendered by standing at atten-
tion, facing the flag, and saluting. When the national anthem is
played or sung, citizens should stand at attention and salute at the
first note and hold the salute through the last note. The salute is
directed to the flag, if displayed, otherwise to the music.

The Flag in Mour ning

To place the flag at half staff, hoist it to the peak for an instant and
lower it to a position half way between the top and bottom of the
staff. The flag is to be raised again to the peak for a moment
before it is lowered. On Memorial Day the flag is displayed at half
staff until noon and at full staff from noon to sunset.

The flag is to be flown at half staff in mourning for designated,
principal government leaders and upon presidential or gubernato-
rial order.

When used to cover a casket, the flag should be placed with the
union at the head and over the left shoulder. It should not be low-
ered into the grave.
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Frequently Asked Questions About the Flag

Q: Whatdo the colorsand gold fringe on the American
Flag mean?
A: Sentimentalvritersand orators sometimeascribemeaninggo the colorsin
theflag.

From he book "Our Flag" published ir989 by the House of Representatv..
"On July4, 1776, the ContinentalCongresspasseda resolutionauthorizing a

commitée to devisea seal for the United Sates of America. Thismission,

designedto reflectthe Foundingrathers'beliefs,values,and sovereigntyof the
newNation, did not becomea reality until June20, 1782. In heraldicdevices,
suchas seals,eachelementhasa specifc meaning.Evencolorshave specific
meaningsThecolorsred, white,and blue did not have meaningdor TheStars
and Stripeswhenit wasadopted in 1777.

Honever, the colorsin the Great Seal did have speciic meaningsCharles
ThompsonSecretay of the Continenél Congress reportingto Congesson the
Seal,gated: "Thecolorsof the pales(the vettical stripes)are thoseusedin the
flag of the United Satesof America;White signifiespurity and innocenceRed,
hardiness& valour,and Blue,the color of the Chief(the broad band above the
dripes)signifiesvigilance perseveranced justice."

Thegold trimis generally usedon ceremonialindoor flagsthat are usedfor spe
cial sewvicesand isbelieved to have beenfirg usedin a military setting It hasno
specifc significancehat | have ever run acrossand its (gold trim) useis in com
pliancewithapplicableflag codesand laws. .

Q: Whatis meantby the flag's ownright?

A: The'right" asthe positionof honordevelopedfromthe timewhenthe "right
hand"wasthe "weaponhand"or "pointof danger" Therighthand,raised
withouta weapon,wasa signof peace.Therighthand,to any obsewer, is
the obsewer'sleft. Thereforeasusedin the FlagCode, the flag and/or blue
field is displayed to the left of the obsewer, which istheflag's"own right."
(ref: FlagCode7(d),(i)

Q: Canaflag that hasbeenusedto covera casketbe
displayedafter its original use?
A: Thee are no provisionsn the FlagCodeto suggesbthemwise.It would be a
fittingtributeto the memoy of the deceasedeteran and their seviceto a
gratefulnationif their caslet flag were displayed.

Q: Canthe United Statesflag bedisplayedon dayswhen
the weatheris inclement?
A: Theflag shouldnot be displayed on days whenthe weatherisinclement,
exceptwhenan all weather (nylon or other non-absorbennaterial)flag is
displayed. (Ref FlagCode6(c))

Q: Whatis the significanceof displayingthe flag at half-
staff?
A: Thisgestureis a signto indicatethe nationmournghe death of an individ
ual(s).Only the Presidenbf the United Statesor the Governor of the Sate
mayorder the flag to be half-saffed. (ref: FlagCode7(m))

Q: Whentheflag is not flown from a staff, how shouldit be

displayed?

A: It shouldbe displayed vertically, whetherindoorsor out, and suspendeco
thatitsfoldsfall free asthoughthe flag were saffed. Thestripesmay be dis
played eitherhorizontallyor vertically againg a wall, the unionshouldbe
uppemostandto the flag'sown right, thatis, to the obsewer'sleft. Whendis
played in a windowof a homeor a placeof businesshe flag shouldbe dis-
played in the sameway; thatis, with the unionor bluefield to the left of the
obserer in the street (RefFlagCode7(j))

Q: How are unserviceabldlags destroyed?
A: TheFlagCodesuggestshat, "whena flag hassewved itsusefulpurpose it
shouldbe destoyed, preferably by buming."Forindividualcitizensthis

shouldbe donedisceetly sotheact of dedructionis not perceied asa
protes or desecrationMany AmericanLegionRogs conductDisposabf
UnsewiceableFlagCeremoniesn Junel4, FlagDay. Thisceemonycreaes
a particulaty dignified and solemroccasiorfor the retiremenbf unsevice
ableflags.(ref: FlagCode8(k))

Q: Are yourequiredto destroythe flag if it touchesthe

ground?

A: FlagCodesectionl76b gatesthattheflag shouldnottouch anything
beneathit sud asthe ground. Thisis stated to indicat that care shouldbe
exercisedin the handlingof the flag, to protectit frombecomingsoiledor
damaged.You ARENOT requiredto destoy theflag whenthishappensAs
long astheflag remainssuitablefor display, evenif washingor dry-cleaning
(whichisaccepable practice)is required, you may continueto displaythe
flag asa symbolof our great county. (ref: FlagCode8(b))

Q: Whatis the propermethodfor folding the flag?

A: TheFlagCodedoesnotrequire any specifiomethod, however, ther isa tra-
ditionthathasdevelopedover time. Thismethod producesa triangular
shapedformlike thatof a threecomer hatwith only the blue unionshawing.

Q: May a person,other than a veteran,havetheir casket
drapedwith the flag of the United States?
A: Yes,althoughthishonoris usuallyresened for veteransor highlyregarded
stte and nationalfigures the FlagCodedoesnot prohibitthisuse.

Q: Is it properto fly the flag of the United States24 hours a

day?

A: TheFlagCodedtatesit is the universatugomto displaythe flag only from
sunriseo sunsebn buildingsand on sationaty flag saffsin the open.
However, whena patrioticeffectis desied, the flag maybe displayed twenty
four hoursa day if propetly illuminatedduring the hoursof darkness(ref:
FlagCode6(a))

Q: Whatare the penaltiesfor the physicaldesecratiorof

the flag?
A: Thee are currentlyno penaltiesfor the physicaldesecratiorof theflag.

Q: Wheredoestheflag fly 24 hours a day?
A: After theadditionof the new Houseand Senatewingsin the 1850s, even
beforethe great domewas conpleted in 1863, photographsof the period
shaw flagsflying over each new wing and the centraleas and weg fronts.
Thecugomof flying the flags24 hoursa day over the eag and westfronts
wasbegunduringWorld War 1. Thiswasdonein responseo requests
receied fromall over the county urgingthatthe flag of the UnitedStatesbe
flown continuougl over the publichuildingsin Washingon, DC.
¥ Presidentigbroclamationgnd laws sincethat timeauthorize the display of
theflag 24 hoursa day at the followingplaces:

¥ Fort McHeny National Monumengnd Higoric Shrine Baltimore,
Maryland (PresidentiaProclamatiomNo0.2795, July2, 1948).

¥ FlagHouseSauare, Albemarleand PrattStreets BaltimoreMaryland
(PublicLaw83-319, approved March 26, 1954).

¥ United StatesMarine CorpMemotial (Iwo Jima),Arlingoon, Virginia
(PresidentigPioclamatiorNo.3418, Junel2, 1961).

¥ On the Greenof the Town of Leington,Massatusett§PublicLaw89-335,
approved November8, 1965).

¥ TheWhite House Washingon, DC. (PresidentiaPioclamatiorNo.4000,
September4.1970). WashingtorMonumentWashingbn, DC. (Presidential
ProclamatioN0.4064, July6,1971, effective July4, 1971). Fifty flagsof
the UnitedStatesare displayed at the Washingon Monumentontinuoust

¥ United States CusomsPorts of Enty which are continuallyopen
(PresidentiaPioclamationN0.4131, May 5, 1972).

¥ Groundsof the NationalMemoiial Arch in Valley Foige State Park, Valley
Forge, Fennsyvania (PublicLaw94-53, approved July 4, 1975).

¥ Many other placesfly theflag at nightasa patrioticgestureby cugom.




